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1952 - 53 \1/ 


Turkey production in 195% totaled &6,316,000 birds, the Crop Reporting Boerd 
reports. This is 7 percent less than in 195e. Production was below that of 1952 
in 38 States, the same in 1 State and above in 9 States. 


California was again the leading State in the production of turkeys, with 
9,863,000 birds in 1953, followed by Minnesota with 5,605,000, Virginia with 4,601,000, 
Iowa with 3,776,000, Texas with 3,783,000 and Oregon with 2,082,000 birds. These 6 
States accounted for over half the turkeys produced in 1953. The Western States, the 
largest producing area in the United States, produced 28 percent of the Nation's tur- 
keys in 1953, the West North Central 24 percent, the South Atlantic 17 percent, the 
Hast North Central 13 percent, the South Central 10 percent and the North Atlantic 
& percent. 


Light Breed Turkeys Decrease: Light breed turkeys for fryer production decreased 
in 1953, after 3 years of increase. Turkey growers raised 40,898,000 heavy breed tur- 
keys in 1953 -- 5 percent less than in 1952. They raised about 15,623,000 light breed 
turkeys -- 12 percent less than in 1952. Of the turkeys raised in 1953 about 28 percent 
were light breed turkeys, compared with 29 percent in 1952. 


Turkey Sales Smaller: Turkeys sold in 1953 totaled 55,582,000 -- & percent less 
than in 1952. Numbers sold were smaller in all parts of the country, except the North 
Central States, where they increased about 1 percent. However, fewer pounds of turkey 
were sold in all parts of the country in 1953. Birds were sold at lighter weights in 
the North Central States which more than offset the 1 percent increase in the number 
of birds sold in that area. However, for the country as a whole the average weight 
of turkeys sold in 1953 was slightly larger than in 1952. 


January 1 Breeder Hen Holdings: Breeder hen holdings of the heavy breeds on 
January 1, 1954 were 7 percent smaller than a year earlier, while holdings of light 
breed hens were 40 percent larger. All other turkeys on hand January 1, 1954 (market 
birds and breeder toms) were about 1 percent larger. 


Prices Show No Change: The average price received for turkeys sold in 1953 was 
33.6 cents per pound, live weight, the same sas in 1952. Although prices growers re- 
ceived for turkeys sold in 1953 were about the same 4s in 1952, prices paid for feed 
in 1953 averaged about & percent lower. 


Cash Receipts Smaller: Cash receipts from the sale of about 946 million pounds 
live weight of turkey in 1953 were about 318 million dollars -- 7 percent less than 
in 195e. All of thie decrease was due to a decrease in pounds of turkey sold because 
the price received in 1953 was the same as in 195e, 


Market Turkeys Heavier: Market turkeys averaged 17.0 pounds live weight in 
195%, compared with 16.9 pounds in 1952. Hens averaged 14.5 pounds in 1953, tome 
24.% and fryers §&.0 pounds, compared with 14.3 pounds for hens, 23.7 for toms snd 
7.6 for fryers in 1952, 


Death Loss: Loss of poults in 1953 was 9.4 percent of those started, compered 
with 12,6 percent in 1952. Breeder hen losses were 6.1 percent, compared with 5.7 
percent in 195e. 


1/Prepared by E. Smith Kimball, Paul W. Smith and Robert F. Moore, Agricultural 
Statisticians. 
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